	Locke Liddell & Sapp PLLC

	
	Attorneys & Counselors
	

	3400 JPMorgan Chase Tower

600 Travis

Houston, Texas  77002-3095
	Austin • Dallas • Houston • New Orleans • Washington D.C.
	Phone: (713) 226-1200

Fax: (713) 223-3717

www.lockeliddell.com


Locke Liddell IP Additions

Page 2


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Julie Gilbert

Chief Communications Officer

713-226-1140

LOCKE LIDDELL & SAPP EXPANDS IP PRACTICE WITH HIRING OF THREE LATERAL ATTORNEYS IN DALLAS

August 30, 2007 – John MacPete, Robin Barnes and George Tompkins have joined Locke Liddell & Sapp’s Dallas office in the Intellectual Property Section – Barnes and MacPete as Members and Tompkins as an Associate.  All three have moved their IP practices from the Dallas office of Storm LLP, an intellectual property boutique law firm.

MacPete, Barnes and Tompkins bring extensive experience in IP law, particularly in the litigation arena.  Their knowledge and practice skills further strengthen Locke Liddell’s already strong Intellectual Property and IP Litigation practice.  At the end of 2006, IP Law & Business magazine named Locke Liddell & Sapp among the Top 10 law firms in the country for intellectual property work.  In its annual survey “of the firms Corporate America calls on for IP help,” Locke Liddell & Sapp was listed as one of the top 10 “go-to firms” that general counsel at the Fortune 250 turn to for their primary IP litigation and patent work.  Since then, Locke Liddell has hired lateral IP attorneys in both its Houston and Dallas offices.  MacPete and his group concentrate in “Rocket-Docket” IP litigation and have experience in the three “Rocket-Docket” federal courts in the United States: the Eastern District of Texas, the Eastern District of Virginia and the Western District of Wisconsin.  
John MacPete concentrates his practice in patent litigation and also has experience in representing clients in trademark and copyright litigation.  He places a heavy emphasis on counseling clients on an ongoing basis concerning all aspects of intellectual property with a view toward advancing his clients’ strategic business objectives, avoiding unnecessary litigation and ensuring protection of key innovations.  He has served as lead trial counsel in 16 jury trials that went to verdict.  He served as lead trial counsel for Anheuser-Busch in a $240 million dollar patent infringement/antitrust declaratory judgment action against a bottling company to protect a significant capital project of Anheuser-Busch to convert all its breweries and lid manufacturing facilities to a smaller diameter can lid.  The case was brought in the Western District of Wisconsin and resolved in nine months from filing.  He also served as co-lead defense counsel for Anheuser-Busch in a patent infringement/trade secret matter and as co-lead counsel along with co-counsel for Plaintiff QTI in a trademark infringement case that resulted in a broad permanent injunction prohibiting a large international software manufacturer from using its international umbrella brand in the United States.  MacPete is a graduate of the University of Chicago and the University of California, Berkeley’s Boalt Hall School of Law, where he was an Associate Editor of the California Law Review and a member of the Moot Court Board.

--more--
Since graduating from the University of Houston Law Center in 1998, Robin Barnes has practiced in the area of IP law, primarily focusing on litigation and complex licensing.  She has been involved in all aspects of litigation, from pre-filing investigation through trial in several multimillion dollar lawsuits involving claims of patent, trademark, cybersquatting, and copyright infringement for clients such as Anheuser-Busch and Catalina Marketing.  She has substantial experience in claim construction analysis and briefing complex patent, copyright and trademark issues at the district court and court of appeals levels.  She has drafted successful motions for summary judgment of non-infringement, to dismiss for lack of personal jurisdiction, to permit interlocutory appeal on patent-related subject matter jurisdiction, for reconsideration of an unfavorable summary judgment (briefed by predecessor counsel) in a copyright infringement matter, and numerous discovery-related motions.  She has also been the primary drafts-person on four appeals at the Federal Circuit and two appeals at the Fifth Circuit and has experience briefing issues before the Trademark Trial & Appeal Board and the Board of Patent Appeals & Interferences.  In addition, she has negotiated and drafted several highly complex patent license agreements involving multiple parties and multiple patents.  She has a Master of Engineering degree in Chemical Engineering from the University of Louisville and is a registered patent attorney with patent prosecution and counseling experience in the mechanical and chemical arts.  

George Tompkins has practiced in the area of IP law since 2001. He has been involved in a wide range of litigation matters including prosecuting and defending trademark lawsuits against large media corporations, defending a $240 million patent infringement claim against Anheuser-Busch, prosecuting an oilfield patent lawsuit, prosecuting and defending two software patent infringement suits, and prosecuting and defending several copyright disputes. His litigation activities include drafting and responding to dispositive motions, taking depositions, drafting and responding to discovery, working with expert witnesses, and preparing jury instructions and other pre-trial documents. In addition to his litigation experience, Tompkins has extensive experience filing and prosecuting applications for trademark registration and significant experience preparing patent applications covering a variety of inventions.  He is a graduate of Baylor Law School, where he served as an editor of the Baylor Law Review.  

Locke Liddell & Sapp’s IP attorneys have years of experience – both domestic and international – in helping clients secure, exploit and defend their valuable intellectual property.  Attorneys work with patents, trademarks, trade dress, copyrights, publicity rights and trade secrets in a broad range of technologies and applications, from electrical and mechanical technologies to chemistry and biotechnology.  They are well versed in software and databases, business methods and proprietary processes.

Established in 1891, Locke Liddell & Sapp PLLC is recognized as one of the leading law firms in Texas and throughout the nation. A full service law firm with offices in Austin, Dallas, Houston, New Orleans and Washington, D.C., Locke Liddell & Sapp has approximately 400 lawyers who represent a broad range of businesses and individual clients having extensive domestic and foreign business interests.
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