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LOCKE LIDDELL & SAPP ANNOUNCES MAJOR EXPANSION OF 

D.C. OFFICE WITH ADDITION OF A REAL ESTATE FINANCE GROUP

July 27, 2007 – Texas-based Locke Liddell & Sapp PLLC announces the significant expansion of its Washington, D.C. office through the addition of 13 attorneys, 12 of whom were formerly associated with Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP.  The addition of this group of real estate practitioners and a corporate transactional attorney has more than doubled the size of the Firm’s DC office to 23 attorneys and professionals.
Four Members are part of a high profile and distinguished real estate practice, with focused expertise in complex real estate finance and development transactions. These Members who have joined Locke Liddell’s D.C. office are Jennifer Beer, Christopher Hart, Adam Lichtenstein, and  Edward Zughaib.  Joining the Firm as Associates are John Carpenter Jr., Gordon Chin, David Heit, Jay Kalinski, Guy Nelson and Barbara Anne (“BA”) Spignardo.  Katerina Greenspun and Forrest Reid are Senior Counsel.  In addition, Seth Warner has joined the Firm as a Member, and brings additional depth in Locke Liddell’s corporate and energy practice. 

 “This is such an exciting opportunity for Locke Liddell,” said Managing Partner Jerry Clements.  “We are very pleased to have attracted these outstanding attorneys who form a strong working group well-known for their work, and who have long-term relationships with their clients.  This opens enormous prospects and opportunities for our Firm, and continues to allow us to provide the best and most comprehensive expertise for our clients.”

The addition of 13 attorneys to the D.C. office is part of Locke Liddell’s strategy to grow the 400-member firm to meet continued changes in the legal marketplace. Locke Liddell first opened a D.C. office in late 2005, and has slowly expanded its presence in the nation’s capital.  In May, former White House Counsel Harriet Miers rejoined Locke Liddell, the Firm she left six years ago after serving as Managing Partner to join the Bush administration.  Also in May, the Firm announced that long-time Democratic adviser and Washington lobbyist Mark Siegel joined the D.C. office as Member. Siegel is a former Executive Director of the Democratic National Committee and Deputy Assistant to the President in the Carter White House.

The new real estate attorneys in the D.C. office have provided counsel in connection with some of the largest and most sophisticated transactions in the real estate industry.  They service domestic and international clients, including investors, syndicators, sponsors, real estate funds, owners, tenants, residential and commercial developers, construction and permanent lenders. 

--more--

They provide experienced, comprehensive services in areas including financing, fund formation 

and investing, capital markets, acquisitions and sales, development, leasing and construction.  

Warner, who was formerly with Fleishman & Walsh, has represented clients on corporate transactions, including mergers and acquisitions, securities offerings, joint ventures, financing and venture capital transactions, as well as corporate governance and Sarbanes-Oxley and securities matters.  His clients are primarily in the communications and energy industries.

 “This type of expansion is a part of our strategic plan.  It complements Locke Liddell’s already strong real estate finance practice and corporate practice, and allows us to broaden client relationships in another part of the country,” Clements said.  “We will continue to work to ensure this Firm remains a competitive force in the legal marketplace, and will continue to identify and incorporate new practice areas and skilled attorneys in ways that benefit our clients.”

Established in 1891, Locke Liddell & Sapp PLLC is recognized as one of the leading law firms in Texas and throughout the nation. A full service law firm with offices in Austin, Dallas, Houston, New Orleans and Washington, D.C., Locke Liddell & Sapp has about 400 lawyers who represent a broad range of businesses and individual clients having extensive domestic and foreign business interests.

 HOUSTON: 900000.40000: 1188099v4
 HOUSTON: 900000.40000: 1188099v4

